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Letôs Make a Book 

Together!  

  

By Nancy E. Rewalt 

Childrenôs Book Author 

www.aerial-the-spider.com  

 

 
 

We Got Fish!  
By Great Aunt Nancy Rewalt 

A Christmas gift story incorporating all of the  great nephews and niece.  Kids love to see their names 

in print!  
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Letôs Make A Book Together! 
 

By Nancy E. Rewalt: 

 
Rewalt is a 23 year veteran of MI Public Elementary Schools 

&  

Author of the Fictional Aerial -the-Spider Book Series 

www.aerial-the-spider.com  

 

AN INTRODUCTION: 

 Many years of teaching reading and writing at the elementary level 

have taught her that kids think and say the best stuff!   

 

ñMom, Mom!  We must go into the basement!  We must go now!ò 

my five year old child was yelling.  ñThe ótorpedoesô are coming!ò  My 

husband and I looked at each other trying to stifle our giggles as we 

proceeded down in to the basement.  ñWhy are you laughing?ò she 

asked with her hands on her hips and her face screwed up in anger.  We 

didnôt talk about ñtornadoesò until a week later to spare her feelings.  

This excerpt is part of an anthology of quips and quotes from our 

children through their elementary years.  

  May 7, 1988 

 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT: 

   

¶ Logging Events for Posterity: First words, vacations, triumphs, 

etc.  A parent and a child can make a diary/log booklet to document 

ñChildhood Memoriesò to be shared at a later dateðPRICELESS! 

 

¶ Define Your Writing Style and Favorite Story Type(s):   Children 

need to read fiction and nonfiction on their own, and parents need to 

read aloud to their child(ren) from both of these literary genre to 

expose them to each type while modeling interest and oral expression.  

Children can create original stories using their favorite literatureð

just give it an original twist.  The Three Little Pigs can be changed to 

Three Desperate Mice. Substitute a cat for the wolf.  
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Fiction     Non-fiction 

Make believe/Fairy Tales  Biography 

Folk tales     Autobiography 

Realistic Fiction    Research/Documents 

Poetry/Prose    Poetry/Prose 

Science Fiction 

 

¶ Computers vs. Paper and Pencil:  Children need to be encouraged 

to read, but donôt forget to assist them in putting pencil to paper when 

expressing ideas in written form.  Computers are great for research, 

but it is unnecessary for children to type out ideas, thoughts, and story 

content. When kids are not proficient in typing skills and are ñindex-

finger-pokingò the letters on the keyboard, they will be spending 

more time searching letters than conceptualizing the story plot or 

content.  Pencil lead erases or can be crossed out.  

 

¶ Make an anthology of a childôs mini stories in a book form :  The 

parent will be the editor checking the grammar and spelling of the 

content after the child finishes an excerpt.  Children need to write, 

write, writeé with little interruption.  Have them read-aloud their 

work upon finishingðwhat would they change?  Follow the 

guidelines below before editing: 

 

o Date the childôs original work and make copies before editing. 

o Place the copies into protective plastic sleeves of a 3 ring 

binder. 

o After a month or two, show the progression of all the original 

copies to the child from the binder.  The child can visualize 

and analyze improvements and needs-to-improve in his/her 

writing abilities. 

 

 

 

Are you ready to make a BOOK! 
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Letôs Make A Book! 

 
MATERIALS : for a SMALL BOOK:  6İò x 10ò when folded  
¶ 1- empty 15 oz. box of cereal: cut 2-  6İò x 10ò front and back 

¶ 1- clean 16ò x 13ò piece of fabric (from old clothing or a fabric store like JoAnn 

Fabrics which sells fat squares in many colors and patterns)  Cotton or a 

polyester blend  

¶ fine point black marker 

¶ 26ò length of thin ribbon, twine, raffia, etc. for book closure 

¶ scissors 

¶ ruler 

¶ large glue stick 

¶ sewing machine with jean sewing needle and white thread 

¶ 1 white sheet card stock or color card stock to match fabric 

¶ 10 sheets of white letter size multi-purpose blank paper 8.5ò x 11ò 

¶ 6 to 8 paper clips 

¶ 1 sheet 10İò x 8ò wide rule filler paper (for a 3 ring binder) 

 

DIRECTIONS:  

 

INTERIOR PAGES: 

1. Stack all the sheets of multi-purpose paper on top of the one sheet of card 

stockðlong side of paper facing you. 

2. Fold the top-most sheet matching the short sides together.  Make a crease 

and unfold flat. 

3. Use the paper clips around the edges of the stacked papers to hold them in 

placeðbut not over the crease. 

4. Using the basting stitch of a sewing machine, stitch down the center 

crease.  Tie knots with the 2 threads at the top and bottom before cutting 

them short. 

5. Set sewn pages aside. 
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BOOK COVER: 

1. Measure and Cut 1 piece of fabric and 2 pieces of the cereal box to 

the size listed under the MATERIALS list above. 

2. Wash and iron fabric  flat.  With the right side down (right side = 

the attractive colorful side of the fabric), fold the fabric in half by 

matching the short ends of the fabric.  Iron  the fold and unfold flat.  

Make sure the fabric is right side facing down.   

3. Glue the entire side of 1 of the 2 stiff rectangular box sides.  Place 

the glued long side a sliver away along the ironed fold but centered 

top and bottom. 

4. Turn over book cover and smooth out any air pockets 

5. Follow steps 3 and 4 for the opposite side. 

 

 
 

6. Place glue on each of the 4 outer cereal box corners as shown in the 

numbered diagrams below.  Fold all 4 fabric corners up onto the glue. 

 

 
7. Swipe the glue stick across the bottom 1 inch edge of the 2 pieces of 

stiff cereal box and folded cloth.  Fold up entire bottom cloth edge 

onto the glue.  Swipe the glue along the top 1 inch edge in the same 

manner and fold the top stretch of fabric onto the glue.  

8. Follow step 7 to secure the right and left sides. 
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ATTACH COVER TO PAGES: 

1. Place the book cover, right side down, on the work space. 

2. Retrieve the sewn pages and turn them upside downðcard stock 

page facing upðpages down.  Smear glue onto the entire back side 

of the cardstock. 

3. Flip the book pages over (glue side down) and match the fold of the 

pages to the crease of the cover making sure to center the pages top 

to bottom.  Press and smooth the cardstock onto the inside cover.  

Add more glue if necessary.  The cardstock will cover the raw edges 

of the fabricðNEAT AND TIDY!  

4. The book should fold easily in half.  Fold the length of tying cord in 

half.  Make a couple of stitches catching the crease of fabric and the 

middle of the tie.  

5. Close the book and make a bow with the tie. 

 
BOOK PAGE LINE STENCIL: 

1. Using the ruler as a straight edge and the fine tipped felt pen, trace the 

lines on the wide ruled paper OR make a page of bold face black lines 

at 1½ to 2 space intervals on the computer.   Cut the stencil to match 

the size of the book pages.  Stiffen the stencil with a matching piece of 

card stock glued on the back. 

2. Place the completed stencil between the 1
st
 and 2

nd
 page of the book.  

The child can see the lines and use them to write neatly into his/her 

book.  Keep the stencil in the book to use over and over again until it is 

finished and a new book is needed.   

3. Decorate the cover with the book title, authorôs name (child), and other 

embellishments.           
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A Daring Rescue 
 

By Nancy E. Rewalt 

 

Rewaltôs daughter was a 4
th
 grade teacher in Las Vegas, Nevada.  Rewalt wrote a story 

incorporating all of her students in the content.  She made 40 books and signed them over to 

each student for Christmas! 

 

 

 Two young children wander into a cave and accidently fall into a deep well inside.  Miss 

Rewaltôs students come to their rescue. 
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